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statesman: not to press a point which has been won, and not
to give way to personal animosity. These qualities im-
pressed friend and foe alike. In the negotiations concerning
the Polish-Czechoslovak frontier, particularly in connection
\vith Teschen Silesia, Poland's position was very difficult.
Pressing the fact thai they had been pro-Ally all through
the war, while in Poland Pilsudski had fought with Austria
and Germany against one of the Allies, the Czechs had
received from Clemenceau a number of definite promises.
At one of the meetings of the Conference of Ambassadors the
argument between Paderewski and Dr. Benesh, the Czech
Foreign Minister, became particularly heated, the difference
consisting mainly in a divergency of figures quoted by the
two speakers.
After Paderewski had emphatically stated the Polish
version of these figures, Dr. Benesh, no longer able to find
a convincing argument, retorted sarcastically : " It is
known to you, I suppose, that Polish statistics are mainly
faked?"
The big conference room fell silent. Even Clemenceau
seemed to rouse himself from his lethargy, looking with
curious eyes towards Paderewski. It was not easy to answer
to such an accusation.
Paderewski rose and said quietly : "I shall not go into
this personal offence against my country and myself."
Raising his voice and turning towards the heads of the
meeting, he added : " But I beg that my figures be taken
down, and I also beg that the accusation of Dr. Benesh be
taken down." Benesh agreed.
Paderewski rose again, no trace of excitement showing in
his face. When he spoke he was not loud or sarcastic, but
he accentuated every word distinctly and solemnly : "I
shall tell you where my figures come from—from the man
who is one of my most admired friends, and who worked
harder in America during the war for the suppressed nations,
such as Czechoslovakia or Poland, and for the general peace
than almost anyone I know* We all here assembled love

